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Over the past five decades, The Society for Vas- 
cular Surgery has been in possession of several gavels, 
an official seal, a membership certificate and, re- 
cently, a logo. This report reviews the development 
of these materials. Information was derived from the 
book The Society for Vascular Surgery, A History: 
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1945-1983, by Dr. Harris B. Shumacker, Jr., 1 
from past minutes of executive council meetings, 
and from personal correspondence with those in- 
volved. 
THE MATAS GAVEL 
In The Society for Vascular Surgery, A History: 
1945-1983, Dr. Shumacker gave a detailed descrip- 
tion of the Matas gavel. 1 Apparently, during the 
formative years of the Society, Dr. J. Ross Veal had 
conceived the idea of developing a gavel in Matas' 
1092 
Fig. 1. The Matas gavel. 
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honor. He realized that it would be a fitting tribute to 
this great American surgeon and would have signifi- 
cant historical value. At the second meeting of the 
Society at the Stevens Hotel in Chicago, President 
Arthur W. Allen presented the gavel to Dr. Matas, 
who accepted it and immediately gave it to the 
Society. The gavel, made from a piece of oak from an 
entrance railing from the old Charity Hospital in New 
Orleans with the engraving, "May this gavel made 
from oak of the old Charity Hospital New Orleans 
perpetuate the name and honor of Rudolph Matas, 
pioneer vascular surgeon" was designated as the 
official gavel of the Society (Fig. 1). 
The names of the first 18 presidents of the Society 
were engraved on a plate on the other side of the gavel. 
It was not used as Dr. Veal had originally conceived it
might be, for inscriptions of the names of the charter 
members, but was used instead for the names of the 
presidents of the Society. The 18 names are as follows: 
PRESIDENTS 
Alton Ochsner 1947 
A. W. Allen 1948 
Emile Holman 1949 
Daniel C. Elkin 1950 
J. Ross Veal 1951 
Alfred Blalock 1952 
Geza de Takats 1953 
Michael E. DeBakey 1954 
Robert Linton 1955 
George Lilly 1956 
Arthur Blakemore 1957 
Frank Gerbode 1958 
Harris Shumacker, Jr. 1959 
Richard Warren 1960 
Julian Johnson 1961 
F. A. Simeone 1962 
Earle B. Mahoney 1963 
Richard L. Varco 1964 
On top of the gavel, a plate was in place with the 
following inscription: The Society for Vascular Sur- 
gery, Founded 1946. 
In 1965, Dr. George Lilly, on behalf of the Society, 
presented the Matas gavel to the Matas Museum of 
Tulane University in New Orleans. Some years later, 
he found that there was no special "Matas Library" 
and that the gavel had been kept by Dr. Oscar Creech, 
Chairman of the Department of Surgery at Tulane. 
Dr. Lilly repossessed the gavel and notified the coun- 
cil. In a letter to Dr. Jesse E. Thompson dated Nov. 
15, 1976, Dr. Lilly wrote, "The Matas gavel was given 
to Oscar Creech to be taken care of. After Oscar's 
death I visited New Orleans, and after some searching 
I found the gavel in the back of a rummage closet. I
confiscated it and I now have it" (Fig. 2 ). On June 25, 
1980, the council received areport from the secretary 
t:~izL C.~',.-O~qC~E!: D. ;-liA..'f 
Nov. 15 1976 
D 
Dr. Jesse E. Thompson 
3600 Gaston Avenue 
Dallas, Texas 75246 
Dear Jesse, 
On November first I mailed you the 
programs of the S V S which you requested. When 
you return them I plan to have the rest of them 
bound,and when a suitable resting place is found 
I wi l l  donate them along with the Matas Gavel. 
When I presented the second gavel to 
the society I recomended that the Matas Library 
at Tulane be made the depository for the S V S 
The Mataa gavel was given to Oscar Creech to be 
taken care of. After Oscar's death I visited 
New Orleans and after soma searching I found the 
gavel in the back of a rummage closet. I consficated 
it and I now have it. 
Dr. Matas left Tulane $3,000,000.00 
and his library with the request that his library 
be kept in tact. Two years later I was searching 
for old copies of the Transactions of The Southern 
Surgical Association When some of these arrived 
from a New York second hand Med ica lBook  dealer 
I was shocked to find that most of these contained 
Dr. Matas' book plate. I was,of course,delighted 
to have them, especily sino they contained many notes 
in Dr. Mats' hand writing. 
In view of this I am not inclined 
to send this material to Tulane. Maybe the 
medical library at the Ochsner Clinic would be 
the best choice, what do you think? 
Sincerly 
Fig. 2. Letter from Dr. George Lilly to Dr. Jesse E. 
Thompson. 
that the original Society gavel was currently in the 
hands of Dr. Lilly, who planned to place the gavel and 
copies of all the programs of Society meetings in the 
library of the Ochsner Foundation Hospital in New 
Orleans. Dr. Lilly believed that because Dr. Ochsner 
was the first president of the Society, it was an 
appropriate site to provide a safe repository for these 
records. The council accepted this recommendation. 
Since then, the gavel has been kept there (Fig. 3). 
THE J. ROSS VEAL GAVEL 
The Matas gavel inscription plate, used since the 
Society was founded in 1946, had limited space for 
names of presidents. In 1965, Dr. Lilly presented a 
new gavel to the Society in honor of Dr. J. Ross Veal, 
who conceived the idea of the Society, was instrumen- 
tal in starting the Society, and served as its first 
secretary and one of its presidents. The Veal gavel was 
unanimously accepted. Since the inception of this 
gavel, it has been used in all subsequent annual 
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Fig. 3. In the library of the Ochsner Foundation, the Matas gavel was kept with all meeting 
programs (Courtesy of Dr. John Ochsner). 
meetings. The Veal gavel is slightly larger than the 
Matas gavel. The inscription reads "May this gavel 
honor and perpetuate he name of J. Ross Veal, who 
was responsible for the creation of the Society for 
Vascular Surgery" (Fig. 4). 
Once again, the names of 20 past presidents were 
inscribed on the plate as follows: 
PRESIDENTS 
John H. Gibbon, Jr. 1965 
Clarence Dennis 1966 
William H. Muller 1967 
Wilfred B. Bigelow 1968 
C. Rollins Hanlon 2969 
W. Sterling Edwards 1970 
F. Henry Ellis, Jr. 1971 
Andrew Glenn Morrow 1972 
Wiley F. Barker 1973 
W. Andrew Dale 1974 
Russell M. Nelson I975 
Worthington G. Schenk, Jr. 1976 
Jesse Thompson 1977 
James A. DeWeese 1978 
F. William Blalsdell 1979 
Edwin J. Wylie 1980 
John Mannick 1981 
H. Edward Garrett 1982 
D. Emerick Szilagyi 1983 
John J. Bergan 1984 
THE ALTON OCHSNER GAVEL 
At the Thirty-first Annual Meeting in Rochester, 
N.Y., June 17, 1977, President Jesse E. Thompson 
presented a special award--the Alton Ochsner 
Gavel--to the first president of the SVS, Dr. Alton 
Ochsner, Sr. Dr. Ochsner was in attendance at the 
meeting and thanked the Society for the honor. 
On October 22, 1986, the council decided that 
rather than purchasing a new gavel, an appropriate 
stand and container should be obtained for the 
existing avel. The names of future presidents would 
be added to this container. A box with the gavel placed 
in the middle and name plates for past presidents on 
the side was made. Unfortunately, the box was broken 
recently during transportation to one of the annual 
meetings. This mishap resulted in a discussion of a 
new gavel for the Society. 
THE SHUMACKER-DEBAKEY GAVEL 
In light of the mishap to the container of the gavel 
and to honor the two charter members who have 
survived 50 years of the Society, the council has 
decided to make a new gavel named after Drs. Harris 
B. Shumacker, Jr., and Michael E. DeBakey. A piece of 
wood from the desk of Dr. DeBakey and from a 
barometer owned by Dr. Shumacker will be incorpo- 
rated into the new gavel. The new gavel will be called 
the Shumacker-DeBakey gavel. Dr. Jonathan Towne, 
secretary of the Society, has been charged to develop 
this new addition to the gavel collection. 
THE MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE AND 
THE SEAL 
At the Third Annual Meeting June 5, 1949, Dr. 
Alfred Blalock was requested to draw up a design for 
a Certificate of Membership. There was, however, no 
subsequent action. No seal or official certificate of 
membership was designed until Dr. Henry Swan 
became secretary of the Society in 1955. Dr. Swan 
designed the certificate that has since been issued to 
new surgeons who became members of the Society. 
Dr. Swan also made a certificate for each existing 
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Fig. 4. The J. Ross Veal gavel. 
Fig. 5. The first membership 
awarded to Dr. Alton Ochsner. 
certificate, 
~6~ tor ~asrulor ~tt~'~e~, 
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Fig. 6. The official seal of the Society, designed by Dr. Henry Swan. 
Fig. 7. The logo of the Society, designed by Dr. John Mannick. 
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member that was signed by the president and secre- 
tary who held office at the time of the individual's 
election to membership, ostdated on the occasion of 
the signature, and distributed. The first membership 
certificate was given to Dr. Alton Ochsner (Fig. 5). 
In a recent interviewwith Dr. Swan, conducted by 
Dr. Rutherford, Dr. Swan recalled how he made the 
certificate (Rutherford R, personal communication, 
September 1995). It was similar to the description i
Dr. Shumacker's history) In Dr. Swan's tudy, there 
hang two lithographs: one of William Harvey and 
one of John Hunter. He chose Hunter over Harvey 
for the seal because he thought i was more appropri- 
ate to have a surgeon than a physiologist. The picture 
of Hunter on the certificate has since been adopted as 
the official Seal of the Society (Fig. 6). On behalf of 
the Society, the 50th Anniversary Committee would 
like to thank Dr. Swan for his efforts in the design of 
the Seal and the Membership Certificate. 
THE LOGO 
Although a logo has never been used by the 
Society, it is necessary for the completion of the 
history of the Society to record the history of design- 
ing a new logo for the Society. In a letter to Dr. John 
Bergan, Dr. Wesley Moore, then secretary, suggested 
the development of a new logo. Moore wrote, "while 
there may be some tradition in having the John 
Hunter seal on our certificates, I think we can 
probably do a little bit better than having a historical 
photograph." With this recommendation, a  ad hoc 
committee on development of the Society seal was 
chaired by Dr. John A. Mannick. A logo then was 
designed by Dr. Mannick, with minor modifications 
by Dr. Anthony Imparato (Fig. 7). Dr. Mannick also 
indicated that his committee had pursued the possi- 
bility of having ties embossed with the new logo and 
made available to members. The logo and the concept 
of having ties with the Society logo was unanimously 
approved by members of the council at their meeting 
October 23, 1984. Unfortunately, this action never 
has been implemented, and many members remain 
unaware of this development. 
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